THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
course of consciousness and conduct. As the result of the far
reaching investigations of Freud and of his followers, it would
seein indeed that we shall probably have to look to the
Unconscious for an understanding of the ultimate nature of all
the deepest and most powerful motive forces of the mind.
IVycho-ana-	As is now well known, the psycho-analytic method originated
lysis' applied to as a method for the study and treatment of hysteria and other
1 the^faniily0 functional nervous disorders, which were found to depend upon
the influence of unconscious mental factors. The discovery of
the importance of the feelings and tendencies connected with
family life, especially as affecting these unconscious factors,
dates from this time of the earliest use and application of
Psycho-Analysis. As in the case of so many other problems
upon which the method has cast light, Freud himself was the
first to show something of the intimate nature of the influence
exerted by the family relationships. Certain aspects of the
subject were already revealed in the Papers on Hysteria, published
conjointly with Breuer in 1895—a work which indicated for the
first time something of the importance and nature of the
subsequently developed psycho-analytic method.
Here and in the other early works of Freud there gradually
emerge the fundamental conceptions which distinguish the
The child's psycho-analytic school1. Among these conceptions is that regarding
^e very *mPortant Part P^yed in the moral and emotional
development of the child by the psychological factors which
connect the child with its parent, and more especially by the
child's feelings of love towards its parent. This love is shown
to be of exceptional importance for a variety of reasons. In
the first place it constitutes as a rule the earliest manifestation
of altruistic sentiment exhibited by the child, the first direction
outwards upon an object of the external world of impulses
and emotions which have hitherto been enlisted solely in the
service of the child's own immediate needs and gratifications.
As such it constitutes in the second place the germ out of
which all later affections spring, and by which the course and
nature of these later affections are to a large extent moulded
and determined, Further (and this is perhaps the most significant,
1 The most important work dealing with this matter and with other
questions of development generally is Freud's "Three Contributions to
the Theory of Sex."
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